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IN A BOX UNDER THE BED





HIDDEN STORIES?







UNHIDING 
STORIES

Talk to people 

about what you’re researching… and are interested in!

Ask:

• mana whenua 

• previous owners of a place

• visitors to a place

• workers

• neighbours

• friends and family

• work colleagues 

• local historians

• librarians

• archivists



UNHIDING 
STORIES

Sourcing stories

• Reunions, anniversaries - schools, clubs

• Cemeteries

• Local newsletters

• Parks, conservation, archaeology, heritage week 
events

• Volunteer groups and planting days 

• Park - Open Days

• Visitor books

• Park rangers



TELLING STORIES 



CREATIVE STORYTELLING



VIDEOS



Jack Potter and Nola Ashby 

Ex bach owners at Cornwallis

• - using historic photos

• - using home video footage 

• - amateur archaeologists

Margaret and Janette Byers 

Blow Hole Bay, Piha

- humour and tender moments



VIDEO TIPS

• Do your research

• Place the person in ‘their’ place, it triggers stories 

• Don’t script it.  Ask open-ended questions like:     

“Tell me about…”

• Memories and stories can be painful and emotional. 

Take time, be patient, be sensitive.

• A means to share historic photos – show before and 

after photos

• Keep them short



AUDIO



Powerless audio box : 

manual wind-up 

Example: Piha Radar Station



Audio in a 

sewing box 



Solar-powered audio unit 

on a pā site 



AUDIO TIPS

• Do your research

• Ask open-ended questions

• Record at the places you are featuring – being there 

triggers stories

• Manage people: 1-1, couples, groups

• Manage wind, cicada’s and bagpipes (!)



SIGNS



Let the CHARACTER of the person guide how you tell the story 









IMAGE 
TIPS

• Use photos from family albums – more candid 

and less likely to have been seen before 

• Choose images with people in them – it gives 

scale and human interest

• Use photos in their original state – b&w/sepia, 

bleached color – it gives era context

• Annotations can add flavour



Let the SITE  guide how 
you tell the story 

Piha Radar Station 



Huia School House/Lodge



Let the STORY guide where and how you tell it 



Let the AUDIENCE guide how you tell the story 





An event story  















USING ART FOR STORYTELLING









STORY 
TIME

• Think about stories in a wider sense… beyond 

text on a page! Your mihi is a story,  a waiata or 

song can be a story,  a photo or an artwork can 

tell a story.

• Stories can be tiny or epic. They can come from 

your hero or your neighbour. Bring out the 

hidden or overlooked.

• Don’t forget to tell your own story or your 

family’s.



THE END

Questions:

michelle.edge@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLNiuqKCzobSzl

EczPMi1Dp2LCN-AuTOnF

More inspiring stories by Michelle Edge and the 

regional parks team at Auckland Council are on 

YouTube:

mailto:michelle.edge@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz
mailto:michelle.edge@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLNiuqKCzobSzlEczPMi1Dp2LCN-AuTOnF

