The last flight of Texas
Tornado
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USAAF B17E Flying Fortress 9 June 1942

In NZ on secret mission

Crashed soon after take-off at night

Caught fire on impact, 500Ib bomb exploded,
then 26,000 litres of fuel

All 11 occupants killed, neighbouring house/farm
buildings severely damaged

Casualties buried at Walkumete Cemetery and
remains repatriated post-war

Large wreckage removed, rest bulldozed into

bomb crater [eye withess]
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Crash site management

o To Do T I

Site apparently undisturbed but development imminent
Previous reports of finds of human remains & munitions
(post clearance) at site

Protection by scheduling not feasible

Negotiated consent conditions providing for prior
Investigation/monitoring before development

Located archaeologists willing to lead project voluntarily.
Owners contributed machinery & other support. Team of
ca 15 volunteers did work

Liaison with current owner (NZRPG), US Consul, US
Defense MIA Unit, Ministry for Cultural Heritage,
Auckl and Museum, NZ Al
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Objectives

A Locate and undertake a controlled
excavation of infilled bomb crater to allow
identification and recovery of any further
human remains, personal items or
definitive crash relics

A Determine if any unexploded ordnance or
contaminants present

A Make a record of the site before it was

~ destroyed
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Infilled crater located by ortho-rectification of aerials, probing and test pitting







Artefacts

A Top of crater fill i artefacts associated
with crash clean-up; damaged
farm/house items (fencing, roofing, tree
limbs etc)

A Numerous aircraft components.
Duralumin (structural aluminium alloy)
badly corroded, some melted.

A Rubber & fabric items (incl6 Ma e We st
lifejackets), ?seat material.

A Many small items, buckles etc.




Ammunition 7 lots, but all had
exploded during the fire

Mostly heavy machine gun;
also light machine gun & side
arm calibres
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