
Tales from ‘Wild Oratia’

Zarah Burnett





Scenic Drive



Scenic Drive

Midden

Midden

Pits and Terraces
Pit





Photograph dated 
1951 showing the 
front of the 
hexagonal house 
at 64 Parker Road. 
(Source: Auckland 
Libraries, West 
Auckland 
Research Centre, 
J.T. Diamond 
Collection, JTD-
13A-05374-1)



Sketch 
drawing of 
Sunnydale 
Homestead  
(Source: 
Observer, 19 
November 
1892, p.5)





Eliza Carter 
(left), James 
Knowles Parker 
(middle) and 
John 
Moorehead 
(right) taking 
the inventory 
at the scene of 
the crime. 
(Source: 
Observer, 19 
November 
1892, p.8)



(Source: Auckland Libraries, West Auckland Research Centre, 
Dalmatian Genealogical and Historical Society Collection,  
DGHS-PA-1-1-001)

(Source: New Zealand Herald, 12 December 1916, p.3)



Apple picking in Oratia, ca. 1949. From left: Wally Nola, Alex Sunde, Victor Sunde, Gordon Sunde, Rudy Sunde, 
Gloria Sunde, Steve Mrkusich. (Source: Auckland Libraries, West Auckland Research Centre, Rudy Sunde 
Collection, RSU-P-0026)





Felling of a giant kauri, 
Taupaki Bush (Source: 
Alexander Turnbull 
Library, Manuscripts & 
Pictorial Collection, PA7-
05-04)



Felling of a giant kauri, 
Taupaki Bush (Source: 
Manuscripts & Pictorial 
Collection, Alexander 
Turnbull Library, PA7-05-
04)

(Source: Auckland Libraries, West 
Auckland Research Centre, J.T. 
Diamond Collection, JTD-13D-02143)



Felling of a giant kauri, 
Taupaki Bush (Source: 
Manuscripts & Pictorial 
Collection, Alexander 
Turnbull Library, PA7-05-
04)

(Source: Auckland Libraries, West 
Auckland Research Centre, J.T. 
Diamond Collection, JTD-13D-02143)



A fruit label from the Parr family’s Atherton Canning Co. which operated between 1904 and 1910. (Source: 
Auckland Libraries, West Auckland Research Centre, Box 1, Ephemera – Folder 2, ‘Fruit Label’, OFM-001-0010)



Delegates at the Auckland Fruitgrowers’ Union Conference, 14 November 1900. John Parr is standing third from left 
(middle row) and Humphrey Sharp is shown seated second from right (Source: Auckland Libraries, Sir George Grey 
Special Collections, AWNS188991210-5-1)





(Source: Unveiling Lord Kitchener Statue, 6 December 1922. Auckland Libraries, West Auckland Research 
Centre, Rudy Sunde Collection, RSU-P-0037)

Lord Kitchener Statue



(Source: W.R. Allen, Oratia My Valley, p.44)

Memorial School Gates



(Source: Auckland 
Libraries, Sir George Grey 
Special Collections, 
AWNS-19180516-41-34)



(Source: Auckland 
Libraries, Sir George Grey 
Special Collections, 
AWNS-19180516-41-34)

(Source: Auckland 
Libraries, Sir George 
Grey Special 
Collections, AWNS-
19431020-20-20)





(Source: Auckland Libraries, West Auckland Research Centre, J.T. Diamond Collection, JTD-13A-01011)



Oratia Band, ca. 1905. From left to right, back row: Will Carter (senior), John Shaw, Alex Cochrane, William Carter (junior), Jim 
McCaull the drummer in civilian dress, Humphrey Sharp, Charlie Shaw, Ernie Carter; seated centre is Bandmaster Levy; front: 
back left, Bob Parr; front left, Henry Carter; back right, Ebb Parr; front right, Jack, Johnny Sharp. (Source: Auckland Libraries, 
West Auckland Research Centre, J.T. Diamond Collection, JTD-13K-01015)



Oratia Band, ca. 1908. (Source: Auckland Libraries, West Auckland Research Centre, J.T. Diamond Collection, 
JTD-13K-05602) 



Oratia Swing Kings, ca. 1950. (Source: Auckland Libraries, West Auckland Research Centre, Rudy Sunde 
Collection, RSU-P-0043)



 http://www.clough.co.nz/reports.html

 http://oratia.org.nz/2013/09/04/oratia-historical-
document/


