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‘So you are sorting and indexing my notes. |
wonder if it is with pleasure or resignation?
Actually, you are doing what | longed to do. Not
just to put these notes in orderly array, but to have
the pleasure of rediscovering the many incidents in
the history of the Western Districts which in the
past, twenty years, have faded from my memory’.

J.T. Diamond, 1966

J.T. Diamond Collection, ref: JTD-038-0031
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‘| defend vigorously the state of my notes and make
no apologies for them. | maintain it was better to
have information recorded and stored unsorted
than far less information neatly sorted and indexed.
If you are worthy to peruse my notes you will, | am
sure, appreciate my point of view’.

Jack Diamond 1979
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‘My feelings...regarding my writing are the same for
my research. There are sources | should have
researched, people | should have visited and ideas |
should have followed up but did not, so again |
must say, | am not satisfied.

So if | do not enjoy doing my research, and do not
dislike the work and | honestly cannot say | get
satisfaction working on it, what then is my object in
continuing it?
| can only answer with this cliché; A man has to do
what a man has to do'.

Jack Diamond, April 1984
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‘After 40 years of research | still consider | have only
just explored the tip of the historic iceberg, and am
in a good position to be the judge of my efforts.

... make no excuse for my shortcomings as my
research was in later years conducted for my own
satisfaction and recreation. People buy jigsaw
puzzles for their amusement — in my research | fit
together historic jigsaw puzzles’.

Jack Diamond, December 1979
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‘I have ensured | have a well stocked mind and am
waiting to retire to enjoy the fruits of my research...

One thing is for certain.

| have helped all types of people to comprehend
the diversity of the history of the Ranges and to
seek out on their trips through the area, the relics
of the past.

Their enjoyment and appreciation of my research is
an added compensation’.

J. T. Diamond, 1966
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Jack (J.T.) Diamond searching through the remains of the demolished
Glenburn Brick and Pottery Works, Avondale — c.1969
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