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“Workmen’s	Homes”

“For	any	artisan	who	has	an	ambition	to	
bring	up	his	family	away	from	the	
congested	part	of	the	city	this	
opportunity	has	much	to	recommend	it	
....a	plot	of	ground	that	can	be	made	to	
yield	some	return,	compared	to	
residence	in	one	of	the	narrow	and	none	
too	clean	side	streets	of	the	city”.	Auckland	
Star	4	April	1902











CF	Gardner	on	New	Lynn	at	the	turn	
of	20th century

“New	Lynn	was	a	wilderness	of	scrub	and	
gorse	and	blackberries,	mostly	scrub.	The	
few	houses	were	widely	spread	and	little	
in	the	way	of	farming	had	been	
attempted...west	of	the	Whau	bridge	was	
a	close	approach	to	no-man’s	land.”



Conditions	of	applications

• Had	to	be	a	workman	- any	male	or	female	over	
21	engaged	in	any	form	of	manual,	clerical	or	
other	work	for	hire

• They	had	to	live	on	the	land.
• Erect	a	“substantial	dwellinghouse”	within	1	year,	
fence	2	years,	cultivate	3	years

• All	respects		”a	deserving	and	suitable	person”
• Restrictions	on	other	land	you	could	own	to	
apply,	and	preference	given	to	“landless”.






































































