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What started it all?
• Working	two	summers	at	the	Port	

Arthur	convict	site	(now	a	World	
Heritage	Site)	where	I	learnt	to	draw	
buildings	and	dig	around	buildings;

• Studying	archaeology	in	China	and	
having	to	learn	how	to	draw	anything	
from	stone	tools	to	Ming	dynasty	
tombs;

• Strange	topic	choices	(Chinese	and	
archaeology)	because	I	was	the	last	of	
the	free	tertiary	education;

• Being	unemployed	in	NZ	so	starting	a	
masters	and	then	digging	at	the	Pollen	
Brickworks…

• 30	June	1990,	with	no	proof	reading,	it	
was	submitted!



Doing the thesis made me learn:
• How	to	learn,	ask	questions	and	discuss	theories!
• About	clays	– and	thereby	geology	and	geotechnical	work;	
• About	manufacturing	processes	for	working	clays	– and	thereby	the	evolution	of	

steam	engines	and	how	they	worked;
• About	the	products	made	by	and	buildings	that	covered	the	efforts	of	workers	

(slight	diversion	to	Ironbridge	Gorge	(Blist’s Hill),	Coalbrookdale and	more	study…
• About	all	the	associated	bits	with	brickworks	(kilns,	sheds),	people	and		this	

particular	society	(NZ,	specifically	Hobsonville);
• About	the	mechanical	developments	that	changed	the	products,		the	people	and	

the	landscape;
• About	how	to	put	it	all	in	context/place	around	NZ;
• About	statutory	protection	and	Law	as	it	applies	

to	heritage	protection	in	NZ	…



Once upon a time…
• No	such	thing	as	“Industrial”	or	

“Historical”	archaeology	in	NZ	…
• Clear	Historic	Places	Trust	

definition	of	what	is	
archaeology:	pre-1900		material	
and/or	evidence	of	human	
occupation;

• All	maps	hand	drawn;
• Survey	maps	were	“hard	copy”;
• All	newspapers	were	hard	copy	

or	microfiche	– so	finding	
anything	was	often	just	luck

• Jack	Diamond	was	alive	(and	
very	protective	of	his	records);

• Crown	Lynn	was	still	in	
production	(and	very	protective	
of	it’s	files);

• Everything	took	time	and	
negotiation!



And now?
• A	statutory	framework	that	is	either	’archaeology’	(pre-1900)(HNZPTA)	or	Historic	

Heritage	(RMA)	
• I	still	agree	with	my	abstract	and	conclusion!	(Sort	of)



But we do have new toys!
• GPR	and	magnetometer	!	[marginal,	very	site	specific]
• Paperspast!
• Te	Ara!	Auckland	Museum!	AC	Archives!	National	archives!	National	

Library!	Individual’s	and	Historical	Society	(volunteer)	sites!!!
• AJHR	online!	Deed	Indicies (Index)	on	line!!!
• Search	engines!	International	links	for	borrowing	and	purchasing!!!
• LINZ	on	line!	Quickmap /	Institute	of	Cadastral	Surveyors’	maps!!
• International	study	&	research
• GIS!
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Combined 1959 and 2012!



DP 58018 
of  1966 
downloaded!





1881



And we can zoom …



And wander east to the coast …



Digital deeds 12A 359 (21A619 and 22A48 not digitised yet)



Now?
• Documents	used	yo create	‘risk’	layers	ie CHI
• Some	sites	now	on	NZAA	eg Limeburner's,	Kowhai	Park	kilns
• Some	site	are	still	at	HUGE	risk	e.g.	Hepburn	Rd
• We	in	the	Heritage	Unit	get	to	identify	effects	that	are	‘less	than	minor’	and	‘not	

contrary	to	objectives	and	policies	of	Auckland	Plan’.



247-253 Hepburn Road Glendene Malam, Laurie



What the planners see



What we see: part of DP 5170 of 1885 and WARC c.1900



Then DP 1931 (1897) showing Lauriston
then DP 8298 of 1912



DP 24903 (L) and DP 24831 ® of 1933



Laurie bros brickworks (L) and Malam 
brickworks (R) dated c.1900 Photo: Charles 
Spearpoint (JTD-11G-02332. West Auckland Research Centre, Auckland Libraries) 



RC pre-application – where we get stuck

1959	aerial	showing	
brickworks	&	grape	
vines.

Also	relocation	of	
industrial	activities	
(pre	and	post	1900)

But	are	they	
‘important’	enough?

Where	is	the	most	
significant	landscape?



What’s missing 
in the mud?

• Fieldbooks :
• FB	364	pp105-7	of	1962	(DP	51793)
• FB	396	pp72-3	of	1964	(DP	54417)
• FB	101	p19	of	1933	(DP	24831)

• Other	digital	sources	– eg Paperspast	(NZH	1881,	AS	1932),	
Cyclopedia (NZETC),	AKL	Museum	(Exler insulator)


